NALWAY HILL ESTATES LIMITED 


WALTER’S FARM, VALE ROAD, TONBRIDGE, 
KENT 
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BUILDERS OF FINE QUALITY HOUSES 


DETACHED HOUSES AT GROOMBRIDGE, 
NEAR TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


SEMI-DETACHED HOUSES WITH FULL 
CENTRAL HEATING AT PENNINGTON RD., 
SOUTHBOROUGH 


and other developments in the area 


PARTICULARS FROM: 


PARSONS, WELCH & COWELL 


179, High Street, Tonbridge Tel.: 4535 & 5659 
129, High Street, Sevenoaks  Tel.: 55066 /7 
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THERE’S A 


Tyler buildings for farm and industry are designed for permanent 
economy. Their precast reinforced concrete construction is immune to 
wear and tear—not a penny need be spent on maintenance or repairs. 
Initial cost is low, too. They are erected quickly and last virtually forever. 


For detailed help with your individual building needs write to:— 


E.W. TYLER & CO. LTD. 


Manufacturers and erectors of precast 
reinforced concrete buildings. 


Cannon Lane - Tonbridge - Kent - Telephone: Tonbridge 4024 (6 lines) 
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HOME COUNTIES 
DAIRIES 


Ah YOUR: SERVICE 
TO-DAY & EVERYDAY 
* 


WITH ALL GRADES OF 
TOP QUALITY MILK 
AND HIGH CLASS 
DAIRY PRODUCE 


* 
87a St. John’s Road 
Tunbridge Wells 20317 
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There is something to Attract Everyone in an 


IRONMONGERS SHOP 


In TUNBRIDGE WELLS “Ironmongers” means 
CA SE SE TREE ETN SL AT EE REET RE EET ESE 


Showrooms at — 


14/31 Goods Station Road 
Tunbridge Wells 


Telephone : 22224 (4 lines) 


and The Broadway, Crowborough, Sx. 
Telephone : 47 


a 
NEAR TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


Ye Olde Weavers 


(Circa 1570) 


SOUTHBOROUGH 
LICENSED RESTAURANT 
A.A. and R.A.C. 


“Where the spirit of mellowness is expressed 
by good fare, good wine and service in a 
goodly environment” 


MORNING COFFEES 
| LUNCHEONS and DINNERS 
AFTERNOON TEAS 


COCKTAIL BAR : LARGE CAR PARK 
(Closed on Mondays) 


Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 29896 


“RESTHOLME”’ NURSING HOME | 
(REGISTERED) 


PRINCIPAL and MATRON: 
MISS A. J.. STOCK, S.R:N., SCM. H.V.Cert. 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


SHORT TERM, LONG TERM and 
CONVALESCENT PATIENTS 


1 PARK ROAD, 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 22754 
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General 


Contractors 


ROAD 
ROLLERS 


for Hire 


Telephone: 
Tunbridge Wells 29875 


Estimates given for 
ROADS, DRIVES and 
CAR PARKS, ete. 


Ballast, Hardcore, Clinkers, Sand, etc. 
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SOUTHBOROUGH 
Official Guide 


Published by authority of the 
SOUTHBOROUGH 
URBAN DISTRICT 
COUNCIL 


Cover Photograph: 

Cricket on the Common 

at Southborough, 

E. A. Sweetman & Son Ltd. 
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© 
CHELTENHAM AND LONDON 


We invite you to walk round the four largest 

and most modern furnishing showrooms in the 

district and inspect the large stocks of 

Furniture, Bedding, Carpets, Lino, etc., we have 
on show. 


MORE THAN 175 SUITES ALWAYS IN STOCK 


Cash or Hire Purchase Terms available 
Delivery free, or stored free until required 


W. G. HARRIS & CO 


39-45 GROSVENOR ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
Est. 1838 Lift to all Floors Tel.: 22431 
21 
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Introduction 


SOUTHBOROUGH is healthily situated nearly four hundred 
feet above the valley of the river Medway among the green 
hills of Kent. Since the closing days of the 19th century, 
Southborough has been steadily growing in popularity as a 
residential centre with all the amenities of a modern urban 
district and all the delights of a rural setting in the beautiful 
“Garden of Kent.” 

Southborough is 2 miles north of Royal Tunbridge Wells 
and 3 miles south of the ancient town of Tonbridge on the 
Medway. Broad stretches of delightfully wooded country- 
side separate the towns. Southborough is thus the centre 
of numerous charming walks and a convenient touring Lase 
for the counties of Kent and Sussex. The town itself is ex- 
cellent for shopping, and not only are Tonbridge and Tun- 
bridge Wells easily accessible, but the resident or visitor can 
quickly reach London, 33 miles distant. 

The railway station for Southborough is High Brooms, to 
the south-east of the town, but many passengers find it more 
convenient to get out of the train at Tonbridge or Tunbridge 
Wells station and travel to their destination in Southborough 
by bus. The journey by rail to London takes less than an 
hour, and trains run at convenient times for those who wish 
to live in Southborough and work in London. There is also 
a half-hourly coach service to and from London and London 
Airport via Tonbridge, Sevenoaks and Bromley, and a fre- 
quent local service to Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells. There 
are many coach tours from Southborough to the Kent and 
Sussex seaside towns and the countryside. The main bus 
stops are in London Road—at the drinking fountain on the 
Common, near the Council Offices and at the junction of 
Yew Tree Road. 


THE COAT OF ARMS 


The Coat of Arms on the cover and the title page was adopt- 
ed Ly the Urban District Council to mark the Coronation of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The motto “Propria 
Tuemur’’ (We look after what is ours) was added in 1962. 
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London Road (E. A. Sweetman & Son, Ltd.) 


Southborough 


Healthily situated among the green hills of Kent 


SOUTHBOROUGH was formerly governed by a local Board 
of Health set up in 1871, but under the provisions of the Local 
Government Act, 1894, the town was constituted an Urban 
District and was separated from the parish of Tonbridge to 
form a distinct civil parish. The area of the Urban District is 
1,759 acres, and the population is estimated to be about 9,750. 


During the present century, especially in the period between 
the wars, building development in Southborough went for- 
ward rapidly and well-planned houses were erected on a 
number of carefully laid out housing estates. Approximately 
one hundred acres of magnificently situated land has recently 
been developed at the Great Bounds Estate on the north of 
the town. Redevelopment of parts of the built-up area is 
proceeding and modern houses and flats are being built on 
attractive sites. Fifty-four houses were built by the Council 
under the Housing Act, 1924. By 1964 the Council has pro- 
vided 634 post-war houses and flats (604 permanent and 30 
temporary). 


The main business and shopping centre of Southborough is 
the London Road, but even here many houses have retained 
their front gardens, and throughout the whole town the ample 
garden space provided for the houses adds to Southborough’s 
attractive appearance. Amongst the pleasant local industries 
are cricket-ball making, photographic printing and horticulture. 


The Council has taken care to preserve ample acreage as 
permanent open spaces for recreation and sport, but the 
town’s greatest asset in this respect is the beautiful South- 
borough Common. Although Southborough Common is less 
extensive than at Tunbridge Wells, it is more varied in charac- 
ter. Part of it has been levelled and the ground of the Cricket 
Club is situated here. On the north of the Common most of 
the trees are oaks; to the west are pines; silver birches pre- 
dominate in the south-west; and overhanging the old gravel 


9 


pit are great, grey-trunked beeches. Colour is given to the 
scene at any season of the year and in any weather by’ the 
shiny-leaved holly trees, patches of bracken and _ heather, 
great stretches of golden gorse and grey-green juniper bushes 
(undersood to be the only juniper colony in the Wealds of 
Kent and Sussex). The high road beside the Common is 
shaded by an Avenue of limes and plane trees, and some of 
the sturdy old oak trees of the Common guard the War Me- 
morial which stands above the cricket ground. 


Early visitors to the famous chalybeate springs at Tunbridge 
Wells are reported to have stayed at Southborough, and there 
is in fact a chalybeate spring in Doric Avenue, Southborough, 
a few yards from the main London Road. 


Southborough is recognised as a particularly healthy locali- 
ty. The climate is as exhilarating as that along the coast 30 
miles away, but the town’s inland situation makes the air 
milder than at places directly exposed to sea-breezes. South- 
borough is also free from dampness and fogs and has a high 
sunshine record. The soil is a rich loam and the subsoil of a 
porous sandy nature. The district is essentially suitable for 
people suffering from rheumatism in its various forms. 


County Library, Southborough. 


In the Town To-dav 


Some notable buildings old and new 


SEVERAL notable buildings of various periods from Tudor 
to the present century add interest to the urban district, the 
most important of them being described below. 


SIR DAVID SALOMON’S HOUSE (formerly Broomhill) is a fine 
mansion which, for many years, was the seat of Sir David 
Salomons, Bart. It is now owned by the Tunbridge Wells 
Group Hospital Management Committee, and used as a con- 
valescent home. A room has been set aside for a collection of 
interesting mementoes of the Salomons family and these may 
be viewed by the public on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 
between 2 p.m. and 4 p.m. The stables, built in the French 
Renaissance style are of considerable architectural interest. 


YE OLDE WEAVERS, London Road, now a restaurant, is a 
sixteenth-century building, historically associated, as the name 
implies with immigrant Flemish weavers. 


MABLEDON PARK, near the Southborough and Tonbridge 
boundary, is a large mansion built about 1820 for his own 
use, by James Burton, the founder of St. Leonards-on-Sea. It 
later became the home of the Deacon family, the famous 
bankers, and is now a Rest Home for Clergy. 


John Wesley is reported to have preached on a number of 
occasions at LITTLE BOUNDES, just north of Southborough 
Common. 


Dispersed throughout the district are 17th and 18th 
century houses and cottages. STUART COTTAGE is a picturesque 
example of the older buildings, while among modern build- 
ings of note is a finely built DR. BARNARDO’S HOME. Both of 
these are in London Road. 


THE ALMSHOUSES are a modern block of buildings standing 
back from the main road. The tenements consist of flats 
erected in three blocks, and give accommodation for eight 
single women, eight single men, and four married couples. 
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Ye Olde Weavers (E. A. Sweetman & Son, Ltd.) 


The Stables, David Salomon’s House 
(E. A. Sweetman & Son, Ltd.) 


Each flat contains two rooms, with separate offices. They were 
endowed and erected out of the estate of the late Mr. C. J. 
Gallard, in accordance with the terms of his will and opened 
on 23rd October, 1912. The Trustees are the Vicars of St. 
Peter’s and St. Thomas’s and the Chairman and Vice-Chair- 
man of the Council. 


As part of the redevelopment of the centre of the town 
the Council have erected blocks of four storey maisonettes 
and flats on land adjoining the Council Offices in a cul-de-sac 
named Hythe Close. A plaque at the entrance to the Close 
commemorates the fact that it was so named as a tribute to 
the men of Southborough and High Brooms who lost their 
lives in the sinking of H.M.S. Hythe at Gallipoli on 28th 
October, 1915. 


Another modern building of note is the Kent County Libra- 
ry in Yew Tree Road which, with the adjoining Police Station 
was the subject of Civic Trust Amenity Awards in 1962. 


MUNICIPAL ENTERPRISE 


SOUTHBOROUGH is too modern to have many buildings of 
interest to antiquaries, but one of its buildings has made 
history and shows the enterprising spirit of the local people. 
This is the spacious Royal Victoria Hall and Theatre, opened 
in 1900, which was the first Municipal Theatre built in Eng- 
land under the Local Government Act, 1894. It was erected 
to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Queen Victoria. 


The theatre has an excellent stage, 40 feet wide by 25 
feet deep, with complete fit-up scenery, etc. The hall is 55 
feet long, 40 feet wide and 25 feet high, with balcony, and 
has seating accommodation for upwards of 450 people. The 
premises include a lobby, ticket offices and refreshment bar, 
with green-room and dressing rooms behind the stage. 


The cost of the building was £5,000, towards which the 
late Sir David Salomons, Bart., a local landowner contributed 
£3,000. 


The Royal Victoria Hall and Theatre may be hired for 
public meetings, stage plays, whist drives, and other social 
functions, upon application to the Clerk of the Urban District 
Council. 
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The Viaduct (E. A. Sweetman & Son, Ltd.) 


The Proscenium of the Royal Victoria Hall and Theatre 
(E. A. Sweetman & Son, Ltd.) 


More recently the Council have acquired the Manor of 
Southborough which includes Southborough Common. 


RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

The Southborough Cricket Club’s finely situated ground is on 
Southborough Common, where cricket has been played for 
more than 100 years. 


In 1965 the Council opened the Pennington Grounds which 
are on the east side of London Road opposite the Common. 
These include tennis courts, bowling greens, a putting course 
and a children’s playground. 


The Southborough Tennis Club also has courts in London 
Road. 


Three local football clubs who have pitches on the Yew 
Tree Road Playing Fields are well supported. 


Golfers have the choice of four golf courses within easy 
reach of Southborough. These being the Tunbridge Wells, 
Spa, Nevill and Tonbridge Golf Clubs, and are all open to 
visitors at moderate fees. 


Facilities for billiards and other indoor games are provided 
at the Southborough Men’s Club and Institute in Western 
Road and the High Brooms Working Men’s Club and Insti- 
tute in High Brooms Road. The Southborough Youth Centre 
in Crundwell Road is a modern and well equipped building. 
There are cinemas in Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells. 


The Kent County Cricket Club holds an annual cricket 
week at Tunbridge Wells in June. 

Angling and boating are available on the river Medway at 
Tonbridge; further information about angling may be obtained 
from the Tonbridge and District Angling and Fish Preserva- 
tion Society or from Messrs. Berkeley’s, 82, London Road, 
Southborough. 


The Tunbridge Wells and S.E. Counties Agricultural Show 
is held annually for two days (usually in July). 


FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AND CLUBS 


The Friendly Societies Movement is represented here by 
Courts of the Ancient Order of Foresters, Lodges of Odd- 
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fellows, and branches of the Independent Order of Rechabites, 
the Tunbridge Wells Equitable Friendly Society, the National 
Deposit Friendly Society, and the Hearts of Oak Society. 
There are also lodges of the Royal Antediluvian Order of 
Buffaloes, the Ancient Order of Druids, and the International 
Order of Good Templars. 


There are local branches of the British Legion, Toc H and 
the Townswomen’s Guild, and a very active Old People’s 
Welfare Committee. Addresses of the Secretaries are obtain- 
able at the Council Offices. 


SCHOOLS 


The Kent Education Committee’s schools include a finely 
constructed Secondary Modern School at The Ridgewaye and 
an Infants’ School and a junior Boys’ School in Powder Mill 
Lane. Also there is a Church of England Junior Mixed 
School on the Common, an Infants’ School in Charles Street, 
and a Junior Girl’s School in Great Brooms Road. Amongst 
the independent schools for younger boys and girls, are 
Brooklands School in Pennington Road and Hillycroft School 
in Park Road. 


In Tunbridge Wells are the Skinners’ Company School 
for boys, the County Grammar School for girls and the 
Convent of the Sacred Heart for girls, which are all secon- 
dary schools recognised by the Ministry of Education and 
Science. 


At Tonbridge there are three secondary grammar schools— 
the County Grammar School for girls, under the Kent Educa- 
tion Committee; Tonbridge School (a well-known public 
school for boys) under the direction of the Worshipful Com- 
pany of Skinners; and the Judd School, founded in 1888 and 
endowed from the funds of the Foundation of Sir Andrew 
Judd, who founded and endowed Tonbridge School under a 
charter of Edward VI in 1553. 


The Kent Education Committee has Technical Secondary 
Schools at Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells. The West Kent 
Technical College, recently erected in St. John’s Road, Tun- 
bridge Wells, is close to the Urban District boundary. 
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PLACES OF WORSHIP 

All the churches in Southborough are modern, the oldest 
being St. Peter’s on the Common. The parish of St. Peter 
was formed from the civil parish of Tonbridge in 1831, and 
the church register dates from 1830. Southborough’s popu- 
lation at that time was only a little over a thousand. 


The development of the town necessitated the erection, in 
1871, of Christ Church, Prospect Road, as a chapel of ease 
to St. Peter’s. In that same year, St. Peter’s parish was divided 
and St. Thomas’s parish was formed, St. Thomas’s Church, 
in Pennington Road, having been erected at the sole cost of 
the late Mrs. Pugh. St. Matthew’s Church, High Brooms, was 
built in 1902, when this new parish was formed from St. 
Peter's. 

Nonconformist churches include a Methodist church in 
London Road, and Bethel Chapels in High Brooms Road 
and Western Road. 

PUBLIC UTILITY SERVICES 

The Southborough Urban District Council owns the local 
sewage disposal works. Practically the whole of the district 
is on the main drainage system. House refuse is collected 
weekly. 


WATER is supplied by Tunbridge Wells Corporation, 
mainly from springs and from deep boring. It has a high 
degree of bacterial purity, and is of excellent organic quality 
and slightly chalybeate. 


GAS is supplied by the South Eastern Gas Board, with 
showrooms at 44 High Street, Tunbridge Wells (Telephone: 
Tun. Wells 27212). Hours of business 9 a.m. to | p.m., 
2.15 p.m. to 5 p.m. on weekdays (9 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays). The showrooms are extremely well appointed 
and a full range of gas appliances is connected for consumers’ 
selection. The Board has an efficient Home Service Advisory 
Department and gives periodical demonstrations at the show- 
rooms. 

ELECTRICITY is supplied by the South Eastern Electricity 
Board, whose showrooms are at 96 Mount Pleasant Road, 
Tunbridge Wells (Telephone: Tun. Wells 30259). A wide 
range of equipment is on show and advice on any electrical 
question can be given. 


17 


To \Tonbridge & 
/Ysbledon Hovse 


ORQUGH / 
o Po) ad 
\ M . 


+  Birchs Q 
0 OW 


wt aL 5 


Or 
SK 
RO 


0 
ie) 


| 
ie 1 


p 
ia) 

YOOLLEY| RO \ 

; a 


Y Technica! 


Copyright, GEOGRAPHIA LTD., specially prepared for Ed. J. Burrow & Co., Ltd. Crown copyright reserve 


See page 20 for 


PLAN OF 


THBOROUGH 


Scale of Y2 mile 
Ya V2 


Ivy House farm 
—- 3 Q 


Yew 
Tree Road 
Playing 

7elds 
F.P. 


DOD CdS 


\OREWS 

RD. 

HE CL... . 

at Offices 
IVa Victoria 

m 4H23// 

yer 


\ Skinners Sch. 
Playing Fields 
V4 


eS eS Ee SE | Sa ee SS * F 
Based upon the Ordnance Survey Maps with the sanciion of the Controller of H.M. Stationery Office, 


dex to Streets 


Index to Streets 


A 
Andrew Road Patel Gs: 
Argyle Road B3, F3 
B 
Bedford Road eet | DY! 
Bentham Hill A4, B4 


Birchwood Avenue C2 
Bounds Oak Way B1—C2 


Breedon Avenue .. D4 
Brian Crescent oe F5 
Bright Ridge sei tp, * Meee 
Brokes Way E35, CS 


Brookhurst Gardens C2 
Broomhill Park 
Road * C5... LS 


Broomhill Road A6—B5 
Cc 

Carville Avenue .. D4 
Castle Street je “AS 
Charles Street a wae 
Chesnut Avenue ES5—F6 
Chesnut Close F5, F6 
Church Road cz. C3 
Colebrook Road .. G6 
Constitutional Hill 

Road - C3, C4 
Crescent, The ‘ Cl 
Crendon Park E4, E5 
Crundwell Road C4, D4 


D 
Darnley Drive Bl, Cl 
Doric Avenue C4, D4 
Dower House 
Crescent .. B2-Cl 
Draper Street ee ee 


E 
Edward Street D4, DS 
Elm Road .. D4 


F 
Fairways, The E6 
Fernhurst Crescent E3 
Forge Road D4, D5 


G 
Garlinge Road D3, 3 
Gordon Road oe ee 
Great Bounds Drive Cl 
Great Brooms 


Road — G5, G& 
H 

Hardinge Avenue .. B2 
Harland Way ye SF 
High Brooms Road F5—G6 
Highfield Road .. G6 
Hill Crest... oe: F5 
Holden Corner 2 4 
Holden Park Road D5 
Holden Road C4—-D3 
Hythe Close co. 


K 
Kibbles Lane C4, C5 


L 
Lady’s Gift Road... C5 
Laurel Bank + E6 


London Road C1-E6 
M 

Manor Road ip ee 

Meadow Road eee 


Modest Corner B3, B4 


N 
North Farm Rd. G6, H6 
Norton Road sa> oe 


Nursery Road F6, G6 
O 

Oak End Close... E3 
P 

Park Road D3, E3 


Pennington Grounds D3 
Pennington Road D3, E3 
Pinewood Gardens E4, E3 


Powder Mill Lane ES—H3 


Prospect Road D4, DS 
R 

Ridgewaye, The E4—F3. 

Ruscombe Close .. D3 


S 
St. Andrews Park Rd. E4 


Salisbury Road o- re 
Sheffield Road ae & 
Smythe Close ae a Be 
Southfields Way .. F6 


South View Road F6, G6 
Speldhurst Road D5, E5 


Springfield Road .. D4 
Stewart Road .. G6 
Stockland Green 
Road : A4, A5S 
Summerhill ‘Avenue D4 
T 
Tanyard Lane C3-—D4 
Taylor Street on eee 
Vv 
Vale Avenue D3, D4 
Vale Road .. wa ee 
Valley View aunt ee 
Vauxhall Lane C1-El1 
Vicarage Road D2, D3 
Victoria Road B4—D3. 
Ww 
Weare Road io. ae 
Welbeck Avenue .. G6 
Western Road .. D4 
West Park Avenue D4 
Wolseley Road .. G6 
Woolley Close scm Mee 
Woolley Road C4, D4 


Y 
Yew Tree Road ES, FS 


ROAD DISTANCES FROM SOUTHBOROUGH 


Brighton 
Canterbury .. 
Dover 
Eastbourne .. 
East Grinstead 
Folkestone 
Gravesend 
Hastings 
Hrsoham 


33 Lewes 25% 
44 London i Se 33 
59 Maidstone .. i ~ 17 
32% Redhill 17} 
174 Rochester 21? 
483 Sheerness .. fe : 36? 
234 Tonbridge - the 3 
294 Tunbridge Wells Z. 
364 Worthing 44 


20 


In the Near Neighbourhood 


ONE of the chief attractions of Southborough, for visitors 
and residents alike, is its splendid situation as a centre for 
walks and short excursions. Starting from the drinking foun- 
tain, which is the chief stopping place for buses on the 
London Road, are many easy walks to tempt pedestrians. 

To the west, down Holden Road, up Trotting Hill, and 
then by one of the two pretty routes to TUNBRIDGE WELLS— 
one quite short to St. John’s, and the other by Broomhill 
Estate around to Bishop’s Down and out to Tunbridge Wells 
Common. Royal Tunbridge Wells is a fascinating town, its 
famous Spa rich in regal and literary associations. The Pan- 
tiles, facing the Church of King Charles the Martyr, have 
changed little since Georgian times. There are fine modern 
civic buildings and the Calverley Grounds are excellently 
sited and beautifully kept as a public park and sports ground. 

Or another route, turning off by the small gate from Trot- 
ting Hill, across a park, a roadway, and three meadows, 
over a little bridge, and up the hill to where Speldhurst 
Church tops the scene. SPELDHURST (3 miles) is a_ pretty 
village of black-and-white houses with a 19th-century church 
containing beautiful Burne-Jones windows. The inn opposite 
the church has many interesting features, including the 13th- 
century Oak Room. From this point either take a bus to 
Tunbridge Wells or return by road through Stockland Green, 
Modest Corner, and Victoria Road, across the Common to 
your starting place. 

North-west, through a sheltered woodland way, is BID- 
BOROUGH, which has an interesting church, dating from Nor- 
man times, and some timbered houses. Return by Bidborough 
Ridge, with its extensive views of the Medway Valley, on to 
the London Road, and down hill to Southborough. 

TONBRIDGE contains much of interest, including the Castle, 
the Grammar School, Chequers Inn, the Port Reeve’s house, 
and charming walks beside the River Medway. The Castle 
was built in Henry I’s reign and the tower and dungeon are 
shown from Ist April-—31st October, admission 6d. 

There is another delightful walk north-east by Vauxhall 
Lane, a lovely winding way with many charming views, to 
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a lodge gate of SOMERHILL, a picturesque 17th-century house 
in delightful surroundings. From here you may either go on 
by the old postern road, crossing the river, and return by way 
of Tonbridge, or, after passing through the park and out of 
the upper lodge gate, walk for a short distance up the high 
road to PEMBURY, turn in by a farm on the hilltop, and 
descend by woods and fields of great beauty to the Viaduct, 
and continue up Pennington Road. From the end of Penning- 
ton Lane there is a pathway through the woods to Power 
Mill Lane, and so round to the high road at the south end 
of Southborough. 


OLD SOAR MANOR, 5 miles beyond Tonbridge off the [ghtham 
Road at Plaxtol, is National Trust property and comprises 
the solar block of a late 13th-century knight’s dwelling. It is 
open Easter to September 30. Weekdays from 9.30, Sundays 
from 2.00. Closes 5.30 Easter—April 30, 7.00 May—Sept. 
Closed Oct.—Easter. Admission 6d., Children 3d. 


IGHTHAM MOTE, 2 miles south of Ightham village, is one of 
the best examples of a moated manor house. Open Fridays, 
April—October, 2.0-5.0, November—March, from 2.30-dusk. 
Admission 2/6d., Children 1 /-. 

PENSHURST is Only four miles from Southborough and is, 
emphatically, one of the show places which no visitor should 
miss. The village itself, full of half-timbered Tudor houses, 
is of unequalled charm, but the great attraction is PENSHURST 
PLACE, seat of Viscount de L’Isle, V.C. This stone Manor- 
house, built c. 1340 with Elizabethan additions, stands in 
beautifully laid out grounds and park of some 350 acres. It 
contains the Great Hall and State Apartments, open to the 
public from early April to mid-October each Wednesday, 
Thursday, Saturday, Sunday and Bank Holidays, from 2 p.m.- 
5 p.m. Admission, House and gardens, 3/6d., Children 2/-; 
Sundays, 5/-, Children 2/6d. The Great Hall and Long 
Gallery are the chief features of the mansion, with valuable 
collections of paintings, including portraits of Sir Philip and 
Sir Algernon Sidney, armour and various mementoes of the 
chivalrous and distinguished family to which these great men 
belonged. 


Some may like, while on this excursion, to visit the attrac- 
tive village of HEVER, with its moated castle, reached from 
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Penshurst through the somewhat secluded hamlet of Chid- 
dingstone. 

Hever Castle was restored some years ago by Mr. William 
Waldorf Astor. The original building was for long the home 
of Anne Boleyn, afterwards the beautiful Queen of Henry 
VIEL and mother of the Princess Elizabeth. Open Easter to 
Sept. 29. Weds., Suns. and Bank Hols., also Sats. in Aug. 
and Sept. Gardens 1.0-7.0, Castle 2.0-7.0. Admission, Castle 
and gardens 5/-, Children 2/-; Gardens only 2/6d., Children 
1/-. (No admission after 6.0). 

In Hever village, outside the Castle gates, stands the church 
in which may be seen the altar-tomb, with fine brass, of Sir 
Thomas Boleyn, father of the ill-fated Anne. See also the 
extremely beautiful brass to Margaret Cheyne. 

CHIDDINGSTONE has a row of charming, half-timbered 
houses and cottages and the Castle Inn, all dating from the 
16th and 17th centuries. These properties, which form the 
greater part of the village, were purchased for preservation 
by the National Trust in 1939. 

CHIDDINGSTONE CASTLE. Open Easter to Oct. 31 (except 
Mons.), 2.0-5.30. Sats., Suns. and Bank Hol. Mons. 11.30- 
5.30., Suns. (in winter) 2.0-4.0 Admission 2/6d., Children 
1 /6d. Fishing in the lake in season, 10/- a day. 

The hills to the north, in the neighbourhood of Sevenoaks, 
also have considerable areas owned by the National Trust, 
including among others, IDE HILL and TOYS HILL near Brasted 
and ONE TREE HILL near Underriver to the east of the London 
road. These are some of the best-known viewpoints in Kent. 


SEVENOAKS, 105 miles from Southborough, is a pleasant 
little market town and is much visited for the lordly mansion 
and park of KNOLE. This magnificent private house was given 
to the National Trust by the 4th Lord Sackville in 1946, 
through whose courtesy pedestrians are admitted to the park 
any day, free of charge. The house is open to the public from 
Wednesday to Saturday throughout the year (except January 
and February) and also on Bank Holidays, 10.0-12.0, 2.0-4.30 
(3.30 in winter). Admission, Fridays 5/-, other days 3/-. 

The State Rooms contain a large collection of family 
pictures, rare furniture, rugs and tapestries, of 17th and 18th 
century date. 
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(EQ. E. GREEN (Chemists) LTD. 


H. MILES, m.p.s., J. CHAPMAN, M.P.s. 


MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND 
TOILET PRODUCTS 


ELASTIC HOSIERY FITTING SERVICE 


DEVELOPING and PRINTING 
PROMPT DELIVERY SERVICE 


35 and 140 London Road, Southborough 
Telephone: TUNBRIDGE WELLS 28012 and 29315 
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TREES - SHRUBS - ROSES - TURF 
TOPSOIL - MANURE 
Best Quality Sheep-fed Meadow Turf, also Good 


Quality Topsoil and Manure 
Trees, Shrubs, Roses, etc., direct from Holland 


Price List sent on request Inspection invited 


Landscape & Turf Co. Ltd. 


ORCHARD DENE NURSERY 
HADLOW - TONBRIDGE - KENT 
Telephone: HADLOW 416 Member of the NAAC 


About 10 miles south-east of Southborough, via Tunbridge 
Wells, is Lamberhurst with SCOTNEY CASTLE to the south-east 
of the village and Bayham Abbey to the west of it. The 
picturesque moated castle of Scotney, dating from 1377, is 
open Wednesdays, Saturdays and Bank Holidays from Easter 
to October 30, 2-6 p.m. Admission 2/-, Children 1/-. Also 
open Sats. and Suns. in Oct., 2.0-6.0. Bayham Abbey ruins 
are at present closed for restoration work. 


Southwards from Southborough some of the most delight- 
ful country in Sussex is easily accessible. From near the 
church at ERIDGE GREEN a footpath leads to a striking group 
of immense rocks, seventy or eighty feet high. South-west of 
here is CROWBOROUGH with The Beacon, 792 feet above sea- 
level and the highest point of Ashdown Forest—it is another 
grand viewpoint. 


WITHYHAM, just over the Sussex border, is a charming 
village neighbourhood by the lovely remains of Old Buck- 
hurst and the extensive Buckhurst Park. 


A. EB. BULLEN LUD. 


Aluminium, Brass and 
General Metal Founders 


ALUM TOM: A-SPECTA LI TY 


Offices and Works: 
NORTH FARM ROAD 
HIGH BROOMS 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 
Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 28063 


Z3 


RODERICK T. INNES 


& CO. 


H, W. J. DUTTON, F.R.14.S., F.ALL.P.A. 


G. M. SIMMONDS, A.R.I.C.S. 


CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


Sales, Lettings, Furniture and Property 
Auctions 


Rents Collected 


Surveys and Probate Valuations 


undertaken 


AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS 
LAND & ESTATE AGENTS 


124 LONDON ROAD 


SOUTHBOROUGH 


NR. TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 
Tel.: Tunbridge Wells 29166/7 


and at 


The Cross, Crowborough, Sussex 
Tel.: Crowborough 921 (2 lines) 
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General Information 


ACCOMMODATION: The Sceptre Hotel, A.A., R.A.C.; The 
Old Vicarage, Vicarage Road (Mrs. Rees). 

BANKS: Lloyds; National Provincial; Westminster — all in 
London Road. 

COUNCIL OFFICES: 137 London Road (Telephone: Tunbridge 
Wells 29176). Treasurer’s Department and Rates Office, 
58 London Road (Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 28469). 
Public Health Inspector’s Department, 94a London Road 
(Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 29935). 

EARLY CLOSING DAY: Wednesday. 

ELECTRICITY: South Eastern Electricity Board (see page 17). 

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES AND CLUBS: (See page 15). 

GAS: South Eastern Gas Board (see page 17). 

NEWSPAPERS: The Kent and Sussex Courier is published 
weekly on Fridays, price 4d.; Grove Hill Road, Tunbridge 
Wells, telephone 30272 (6 lines). Tunbridge Wells and 
Tonbridge Advertiser is published weekly on Tuesdays, 
3d.; Grove Hill Road, Tunbridge Wells, telephone 30277 

PARLIAMENTARY CONSTITUENCY: Tonbridge. 

PLACES OF WORSHIP: See page 17. 

POLICE STATION: Yew Tree Road. 

POPULATION: 1961 Census, 9,680 (estimated 1964, 9,750). 

POSTAL FACILITIES: Head Post Office, 68 London Road. 
Hours: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sub-Offices, The Parade, London 
Road, and Colebrook Road, High Brooms. Hours: 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.; Wednesdays, 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY: Yew Tree Road. 

PUBLIC UTILITY SERVICES: See page 17. 

RATEABLE VALUE: £319,966. RATES IN THE £: 1965-66, 11/4. 

SCHOOLS: See page 16. 

VITAL STATISTICS: (1963 M.O.H. Report). Birth rate, 16.16 
per thousand of the population; death rate 11.08. 

WATER: Tunbridge Wells Corporation (see page 17). 


a 


We can assist you and advise 


Engagement, Wedding & Signet Rings 
Well-known and Exclusive Clocks 
and Watches 
Necklets, Brooches and Earrings 
Early and Late Silver and Silver Plate 
Old Gold and Silver Bought 
Pearl and Bead Restringing 
Guaranteed Repairs for Watches 
and Clocks 
Antique Clocks Restored and 
Repaired 
Remodelling and Gem Setting 
Silver Plating and Gilding 
Silver Smithing 
Clocks Collected and Delivered 


JON. E. HOFF, C.M.B.HL.I. 


26 LONDON ROAD, SOUTHBOROUGH 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 29700 
Craftmember British Horological Institute 


Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 28974 


GRAVETT & CLIFTON 


BUILDERS 
DECORATORS 
HEATING AND 
SANITARY ENGINEERS 


4 & 6 Bedford Road 
Southborough 
Tunbridge Wells 
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DISTRICT MAP 
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The ancient craft of wood cleaving is still carried on by 


CHESTNUT PRODUCTS LIMITED 


FRANT STATION 
Nr. TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 


FRANT 315/6 


It is a curious fact in this modern machine age that no 
method has yet been devised to satisfactorily replace this 
craft, and cleft chestnut fencing is—as it has been for 
many years—the cheapest effective fencing on the market. 
We do of course offer to our customers a choice of 


all types of r fs N C i Re G a variety of 


which are produced in our works. 
In connection with this manufacturing programme we 


run an efficient fence-erection service. 
30 


Rp ROOTES GROUP DEALERS | INS 


For Your New 


HILLMAN 
HUMBER 
SINGER 
SUNBEAM 


Guaranteed Used Cars 


Mount Pleasant T.M.S. Garage 
Tunbridge Wells 27202 Tonbridge 3288 
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YOU and HIGH SPEED GAS 


TWO OUT OF THREE 
HOUSEWIVES USE HIGH 
SPEED GAS FOR COOKING. 


THE. “THIRD WOULD, AS 
WELL, IF SHE KNEW HOW 
MUCH EASIER LIFE WAS 
FOR THE OTHER TWO! 


SOUTH EASTERN GAS 


44 HIGH STREET, TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
Telephone : Tunbridge Wells 27212 


HILLYCROFT SCHOOL 


PRINCIPAL: MILDRED E. E. KIRBY 
o 

A Preparatory Day School for 

Boys and Girls, 4 to Il years 
| ® 


PARK ROAD - SOUTHBOROUGH 
Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 28908 
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JACK HUBBARD 


Bookmaker 


63 GROSVENOR ROAD 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
Phone: TUNBRIDGE WELLS 20214 & 21407 


KENT EDUCATION COMMITTEE 


WEST KENT COLLEGE 
OF FURTHER EDUCATION 


ST. JOHN’S ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS (Tel. 28276) 
Principal: P. H. Merfield, M.A.(Cantab.) 


FULL-TIME COURSES are provided for boys and girls 
over 16 from all types of schools. Subjects include — 
Accountancy, Building, Business Studies, Catering, 
Domestic Science, Engineering, Motor Vehicles, 
Nursing, Radio, Science, Secretarial Studies, Surveying. 


PART-TIME COURSES, day or evening are provided 
in the above and other specialist subjects. 


No Fees Under 18 
G.C.E., Trade & Professional Examinations may be taken 
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| GEORGE CAVILL & ASSOCTATES 
LIMITED 


Estate Agents & 
Business Transfer 


Agents 


45 HIGH STREET, 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
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SO 
CROUCH & LEACH (East Peckham) 

| LIMITED 

Brunswick Square, East Peckham 
Nr. Tonbridge, Kent 

Tel.: East Peckham 289 - 421 


ROADS, DRIVES & DRAINAGE 
SCHEMES | 


— Plant and Lorry Hire ————— 
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BABIES. ant-CHitipDkR EN “desirme 
to be exceptionally well dressed should take 
their MOTHERS to 


MARJORIE YOUNG 


568 LONDON ROAD, SOUTHBOROUGH 
(Tunbridge Wells 28723) 


where they will find a good range of 


out-of-the-ordinary clothes 
1 


ee & 
— SYLVIA BOXES LTD. —_ ; 
North Farm Industrial Estate 


Tunbr idge Wells, Kent Tun. tat 20307 
PACKAGING MANUFACTURERS 


MAKERS OF FANCY, PLAIN 
AND WIRE STITCHED BOXES 


OUR AIM - RELIABLE SERVICE 


Oo~ crocs ccocoe 


OAKOVER FOREST SERVICES 


LIMITED 
Forestry Consultants, Contractors & Nurserymen 
TREES, SHRUBS & HEDGING PLANTS FOR SALE 
DANGEROUS TREES LOPPED OR FELLED 
WOODLANDS MANAGED 

TICEHURST -=» SUSSEA = TEL. 273 
i) 
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Haulage, Demolition & Site Clearance Contractors 


Chapmans Transport Ltd. 
Sand, Ballast, Hardcore & Ash Merchants 
47 High Street, Pembury Phone 2562 


New premises opening shortly at 
Tunbridge Wells 
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Specialists in. . 
DOMESTIC and COMMERCIAL 
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING 


All types of wiring undertaken 
Quotations given for Night Storage Heating 
Installations 


COMTICL « « » 


DOUCHE & TILL 
119a St. John’s Road 
Tunbridge Wells - Tel.: 22773 or 23053 
FOR ESTIMATES — GIVEN FREE 
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py 
F. SKINNER & SON LIMITED 
DECORATORS MERCHANTS 
20 Camden Road, Tunbridge Wells 
TELEPHONE 23275 and 23276 
Paints - Wallpapers - Wallboards 


OUR SHOWROOM AND ADVISORY 
DEPARTMENT AT YOUR SERVICE 


——~—Parking space available at rear of premises 
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A.A. and R.A.C.** 


THE SCEPTRE HOTEL 


and 


GRILL ROOM 


Open daily 12 noon-2 p.m. and 7 p.m.-10 p.m. 
Fully Licensed Free House 


First Class Wine Cellar 
A la Carte or Table d’Héte Menu 
Hot and Cold Snacks served at the Bars 
Excellent facilities for Wedding Receptions 
18 comfortable and centrally heated Bedrooms 


SOUTHBOROUGH - KENT 
Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 28002 


ow 


SUMMER COURT 
Nursing Home 


ACUTE MEDICAL, CHRONIC 
and CONVALESCENT 


12 PARK ROAD, SOUTHBOROUGH 
Telephone: Tunbridge Wells 29964 
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THE SOUTHBOROUGH LAUNDRY 


BEDFORD ROAD, 
SOUTHBOROUGH 
Tel.: Tunbridge Wells 28106 


High Class Family Laundry 
All work individually inspected 
Moderate prices. 


De-luxe dry-cleaning service 


t+ + + HF 


Regular weekly Service 


Beer cccrccrose cocccrcrcrororor® 


fe 


: FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


FRANCIS CHAPPELL & SONS 


Established 120 years 
Our Experienced Service is available at 
37 HIGH STREET, TONBRIDGE 
Telephone: Tonbridge 3741 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
DAY AND NIGHT SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL MASONS 
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Printed in Great Britain EJB64/260/HH 


On all matters concerning 
Valuation of Jewellery, 


Silver or Plate for Disposal, 
Member of Probate or Insurance. 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF GOLDSMITHS 


Consult — 


THOS. WAGNER 


LIMITED 


66/68 CALVERLEY ROAD 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


EXPERT VALUERS AND PURCHASERS 
OF DIAMOND & GEM SET JEWELLERY, 
MODERN & ANTIQUE SILVER, 
SHEFFIELD PLATE, COINS, Etc. 


Before disposing of your Jewellery, Silver, 
Plate or Valuables of any kind, be sure to get 
our final valuation. 


IMMEDIATE CASH OFFER MADE FOR 
SINGLE PIECES OR LARGE COLLECTIONS 
Call or Ring 

TUNBRIDGE WELLS 25338 


We will call by appointment Distance no object 


